9.3 WORD LIST 



Synonyms abound in the Western Desert. No attempt has 
been made to give every synonym. The one or two most 
commonly used at the time of writing are given. For a more 
extensive study of Pintupi vocabulary see the Pintupi 
Dictionary (Hansen S Hansen, 1974). 

For detailed recording of flora and fauna the reader is 
referred to good unpublished materials by Mr Peter Fannon of 
the Alice Springs area and Father Anthony Peile of the Balgo 
Hills Mission south of Halls Creek. 



NOUNS 



A.- body parts 



^^•^^^•F^^F-^tmi^i^t^'^i^^^m^ 



head 

brain 

hair of head 

forehead 

face 

eye 

nose 

ear 

cheek 

jaw 

chin 

mouth 

lip 

beard 

tooth 



kata 

tjuntjunpa 

mangka 

ngalya 

miparrpa 

kuru 

mulya 

pina 

murramurra 

rakaraka 

kantja . 

tjaa 

muni 

ngankurrpa 

katiti 
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tongue 

saliva, spittle 
(front of) neck 
throat (interior) 
nape, back of neck 

shoulder 

armpit 

upper arm 

elbow 

hand 

thumb 

fingernail 

toenail 

breast '(female) 

chest 

rib 

hip 

belly (external) 

navel 

heart 

kidney 

lungs 

liver 

guts 

back 

buttocks , bottom 

anus 

thigh 

knee 

calf (muscle) 

ankle 

foot 

heel 

penis 

testicles 

semen 

pubic hair 

vulva 

female sex organ 

(inclusive term) 
faeces 
urine 
body 
body hair, fur 



tjal^inypa 

yaya 

kantja 

lirri 

ngunti 

yalipiri 

kitikiti 

mina 

nyiku 

mara 

mamatura 

milytji 

milytji 

yipi 

ngarrka 
kantilypa 
yangkalpa 
mukula 
nyapinypa 
kutu^u 
kapurarrtji 
ngiwinpa 
yalu 
nyuru 
wannga 
mana 
kuna 
tjunta 
muti 
tjal^pa 
tari 
tjamana 
tata 
tjuri 
kul^urrpa 
murrku 
nyanyi 
nganmirrpa 
nyira 

kuna 
kumpu 
yanangu 
yinyu 
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skin 

bone 

blood 

fat 

sweat 

sore (open) 

boil 

swelling, lump 

B.- human classification 



minyarra 

tarrka 

ngurrka 

muturrka 

yakuri 

yawarra 

tjapinpa 

taltu 



person, Aborigine 

man 

woman 

newborn baby 

baby, child 

boy 

fully initiated man 

old man 

girl 

married woman 

(with children) 
old woman 
widow ) 
widower ) 
aboriginal doctor 
white man 
white woman 
policeman 
spirit (of a man) 

C- kinship 



mother's brother 
mother's sister 
mother 

father's brother 
father 

father's sister 
mother's mother 
mother's father 
father's mother 
father's father 
older brother 



yanangu 

wati, puntu 

kungka , minyma 

yiti , pipirri 

yaparranytji, tjitji 

minan 

marrpanypa 

tjil^pi 

kungka 

minyma 

pantanypa 
kurripuka 

ngangkaritjarra 

walypala 

tjiitja 

yurrkunytji 

kurrunpa 



kamuru 
ngunytju 

mama 

kuntili 

kapal^i 

tjamu 

kapaH 

tjamu 

kuta 



younger brother 

younger sister 

older sister 

son (man or woman speaking) 

daughter (man or woman 

speaking) 
husband 
wife 



maj^anypa 

nyarrumpa 

katja 

yuntalpa 

kurri 



D.- mammals 



echidna (porcupine) 


tjilkamata 


marsupial mouse 


minyiminyi 


native cat 


ngaya 


bandicoot 


ninu 


possum 


wayuta 


kangaroo 


malu 


young male kangaroo 


nyanulpa 


old man kangaroo 


wawirri 


female kangaroo 


lapali 


hills kangaroo (euro) 


kanyala 


small plains kangaroo 


mala, tannga 


wallaby 


warru 


kangaroo rat 


walpatju 


tail (e.g. of kangaroo) 


wipu 


dingo 


papa, yinura 


dog 


papa, tjantu 


bat 


patjupirri 


horse 


timana 


cow 


puluka 


sheep 


tjiipi 


c£unel 


nguntiwatawara 


donkey 


tangkiyi 


E.- reptiles 





bluetongue lizard lungkata 

mountain devil mingari 

(Moloch horridus) 

frilled lizard ngapal^a 

sand goanna (Varanus gouldii) kurrkati 

perentie ngintaka 

snake lirru 

common black snake kuniya 
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brown snake 
edible snakes 

» 

water snake 
mythical snake 

F.- birds 



pilkati 

linmarra, larrtja, 

kunatawvinpa 
wanampi 
kulayi 



bird (generic) 

egg 

bird's nest (in tree) 

wing feather 

emu 

turkey ( bus tard ) 

topknot pigeon 

tawny frogmouth (mbpoke) 

crow 

red-tailed black cockatoo 

galah 

eagle hawk 

duck 

H.- insects, etc 

antbe_d 

ant 

hornet, wasp 

honey ant 

scorpion 

centipede 

maggot ) 

blow fly T 

(common) fly 

mosquito 

butterfly, moth 

caterpillar 

cocoon 

witchetty grub (bardi) 

spider 

spider web 

frog 

grasshopper 

white ant 

head lice 



tjul^pu 

ngampu 

manngu 

nyalpi 

t jakipirri , ka^aya 

kipara 

ngatapvika 

piwi 

kaaiika 

yirranti 

piyurrpa 

nirrki 

t j ikaka 



paka^rtji 

minga 

yiilyiilpa 

tjal^a 

wanatjiti 

kanparrka 

katilylca 

muungu 

kiwinyi 

•pintapinta 

wanka 

yimpu 

maku 

marapulpa 

wankawanka 

nganngi 

tjintilyka 

mukura 

tjitu 



I.- language, ceremony 



language, speech 

name 

song 

cicatrice 

red ochre 



\/angka 

yini 

tul_ku 

palkunpa 

karrku 



J.- artifacts 



boomerang 

yamstick (digging stick) 

nullanulla 

spear 

fighting spear 

spear thrower 

shield 

stone axe 

stone knife 

coolamon, dish 

money 



kali 

wana 

kuturu 

tawu , kul^ata 

wurrumpuru 

mirru 

tjara 

yilipi 

tjimarri 

kanilpa, piti 

mani 



K.- fire, food, water 



meat, animal 
vegetable food 
fire 

firewood 
charcoal 
ashes (cold) 
smoke 

flame, light 
fresh water 
salt water 
creek 
river 
swamp 
rain 



kuka 

mayi, miyi 
waru 



miinti, ngamurru 

yiipa 

puyu 

tili 

kalyu, tjiwiri, kapi 

kaltilti 

karru 

warranpa 

kalyu, tjiwiri, kapi 



244 



celestial, weather 



sun 
daytime 


tjintu 




shade 


puri 


moon 


kinara 


star 


pintirri 


night time 


munga 


rainbow 


tjutirangu 


sl^ 


nganka 


cloud 


ngangkal^i 


mist 


tjiyutjiyu 


wind 


walpa 


thunder 


tutu 


lightning 


manngirri 


M.- geography 




place y 
camp } 


ngurra 




humpy ^^.~ 


muli^ 


hut, house 


waala 


path , road 


yiwarra 


ground, dirt earth 


pana, manta 


sand, sandhill 


tali 


river sand 


karru 


mud 


luku 


white clay 


warranpa 


dust 


yulpurru 


hole in ground 


piti 


cave 


pinki 


level ground, plain 


pila 


hill, mountain 
rock, pebble 


puli 




N.- arboreal, etc 





tree (generic) 

leaf 

scrub 

stick 

root 

flower 



ngana, watiya, punu 

parrka 

tjulunpa 

pilypa 

nganytju 

yutalyutalypa 



grass 

grass seed 

burr, prickle, spike 

flax lilly bulb 

desert oak 

mulga 

tea-tree 

vrfiite gum 

ghost gum 

yams 

spinifex 

spinifex gum 



tjanpi 

kal^ka, yuninpa 

tjilka 

tjanmata 

kurrkapi 

wanari 

palyku 

tjuta 

tjawu 

yala 

yawil^a , mankalpa 

ki^i, tjinalpa 



0.- Modifying Nouns 

one , only 

two , couple 

three, several, few 

many 

black 

white 

red 

big 

little 

long, tall 

short 

fat 

thin 

wide 

straight 

crooked 

hot (weather) 

cold (weather) 

wet 

dry 

hard 

soft 

heavy 

light, fragile 

sharp (point /blade) 

blunt 

sweet, delicacy 

sour 



kutju 

kutjarra 

mankurrpa 

pini 

maru 

tjulkura 

tjatjaka 

puntu 

tjuku 

tawarra 

tungku 

pul^ka 

tinyki 

lipi 

tjurrku 

kalikaH 

yupunytju 

yalta 

tjulyku 

piJti 

marrka 

nyampalypa 

putulypa 

ringki 

yiri 

pati , Jiaralypa 

tjurratja, wama 

punytjarrpa 
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salty, bitter 

new 

old 

good 

no good, bad 

clever 

stupid, odd behaviour 



kaltilti 

tjalykarra, kuwarritjanu 

yunany t j i , kurral kat j anu 

palya, miku, makalari 

kurra, kuya 

ngini 

ramarama 



a frightened one 
ashamed 
angry, wild 



ngulunyngul^unypa 

kunta 

rarru, mulyarra 



insane 

generous 

mischievous, teasing 

right, proper 

wrong 

strong 

weak 



pat jaru , ramarama 

ralya 

papula 

tjukarurru 

ralya , yumu 

kimpu 

nyanyungkurrpa 



dead (animal .or human) 
alive, raw Cmeat) 
raw, unripe (fruit) 
cooked meat 
ripe fruit . 



mirri 

wanka , kana 
kunka 
yunmi 



rotten 




yuna, pilykipilyki 


sick 




miinta, pikatjarra 


tired 




pampulypa 


asleep 




kutunpa 


hungry 




paltjatjirratja, manyumanyu 


thirsty 




raapa 


sated (wi 


th food) 


paltja 


quenched 


(with water) 


tjarruru 


deaf 




pinatjarra, pinapati 


blind 




kurutjarra, pampa 


bald 




kata tali 


walkabout 


; (noun) 


watilpa 
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VKRBS 



P.- motion 



All verbs are given in the past tense: 



go 
come 

go in, enter 

come out , emerge 

return 

look behind 

follow (transitive) i 

chase ' 

pass by 

crawl (on all fours) 

dance 

(bird) flies up 

(bird) flies along 

run 

(children) play 

run away 

fall 

climb up 

climb aboard 

climb down 

bathe, bogey 



ma pitjangu, ma yanu 
ngalya pitjangu, ngalya 
yanu 
tjarrpangu 
ngalya pakanu 
malakurringu 
pinkulutingu 
wananu 

wayintanu 

maranu 

kantunu 

parrpakanu 

yanu 

taputjunu, tjalkangu 

ngal^purringu 

ma taputjunu 

palyutingu 

tatinu , tikalpakam 

kalpakatingu 

tjarutingu 

paltjinu 



Q.- rest 

stay (at a place) ) 

sit ' 

crouch 

get up 

be standing 

put standing (transitive) 

lie down 

R.- induced position 

put down (transitive) 
put up (transitive) 



nyinangu 

pupangu 

pakanu 

ngarangu 

ngaratjvinu 

ngarringu 



ma tjunu 
yutitjvinu 
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pick up, to get (transitive) 
hold on to (transitive) 
carry (in hand) (transitive) 
carry (a baby or child) 

(transitive) 
take ( tran s i ti ve ) 
bring (transiti-ve) 
go and fetch (transitive) 
leave (it) be (transitive) 
pull (transitive) 
push (transitive) 
throw (ti?ansitive) 
hide 

lose (transitive) 
to find (transitive) 
give (transitive) 
breast feed baby (transitive) 



mantjinu 
witinu 
katiyeinu 
Yampunu 

ma katlngu 

ngalya katingu 

mantjinu 

wantingu 

yurrkvmu 

yuntunu 

rungkanu 

kumpinu 

kawalinu 

ngurrira mantjinu 

yungu 

yititjunu 



S.- affect 



hit (with rigid implement) 

(transitive) 
hit (with open hand) (transitive 
hit (with thrown implement) 

(transitive) 
punch (transitive) 
kick (transitive) 
squeeze (transitive) 
pierce (with sharp point) 

(transitive) 
dig (with pointed instrument) 

(transitive) 
dig (with hands) (transitive) 
cut (transitive) 
scrape (transitive) 
be broken 
break (transitive) 
burst, explode 
burn, cook (transitive) 
be burning (transitive) 
tie up (transitive) 
rub (transitive) 
paint (transitive) 



pimgu 

) lipanypungu 
yatunu 

pungu 

kiikimilanu 
kaputunu 
wakanu 

tjawanu 

tjawaiiu 

kuntajiu 

nyirripungu 

katatingu 

katantanu 

taanu 

kutjanu 

kampangu 

karrpinu 

rungkanu 

walkatjunu 



write (transitive) 
cover (transitive) 

make f boonierarif^) ( urans i t,i\-c ) 
build (e.g. house) (trunyitive! 



wakanu 

tjutunu 

palyanu 



T.- attention 



ignore 


kanginypungu 


wait 


patanu 


see, look at (transitive) 


nyangu 


stare 


nyirrkinu 


look for, search (transitive) 


ngurrinu 


hear, listen to (transitive) 


kulinu 


U.- talking etc 





speak, talk 
tell (a story, news) 
(transitive) 
tell to do (transitive) 
refuse (transitive) 
ask (transitive) 
answer (transitive) 
call (for a person) (transitive) 
call out, shout (transitive) 
sing 



wangkangu 
tjakultjunu 

wi tunu/wat j anu 

wiyatjunu 

tjapinu 

watjanu 

yaltingu 

mirrangu 

yinkangu 



v.- corporeal 

eat (meat or vegetable) 

(transitive) 
b'ite (transitive) 
swallow (transitive) 
drink (transitive) 
vomit up 
dream 
yawn 

smell (transitive) 
blow (transitive) 
lick 
kiss 



ngalangu 

patjanu 

kuul^tjanu 

tjikinu 

yulkapatjunu 

kapukurringu 

tjawalunu 

pantinu 

puyunu 

jmnytjunu 

nyunytjvinu 
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copulate with (transitive) 

give birth (transitive) 

grow up 

be sore , ache 

be itchy 

die 

cry, sob, weep 

laugh 

try to do (transitive) 

to test, taste 



muranu 

walkanu 

pul^karringu 

mikinarringu 

wayawayanu 

yilungu, mirrirringu 

yulangu 

yinkangu 

yarrkanu 



W.- VERB MODIFIERS 

■ directional 

away from 
towards 
around 
across 

other 



ma 

ngalya 
parra 
wati 



kala 

unsuccessfuUy 

partially 

again 

once again 

continually 

multiplier 



finish 

putu 

kulyu 

puru 

piyuku, wituka 

ti^u 

kutjungara 



X.- LOCATION 



north 
south 
east 

west 

near, close by 

far 

up 

down, under 

other side (of an object) 



kayili, yalinytjarra 
yulparirra 
kakarrara, kakarra, 

lukurrku 
yapurra, wilurarra 
yila, ngamu 
tiiwa, wajtuna, paki 
katu 

kaninytjarra 
miinkarra 



y.- TIME 

yesterday 

now ) 

today ) 

later today, by and by 

tomorrow 

morning 

afternoon 

mid day 

Z.- INTERJECTION 



yes 

no 

I don't know 

emphatic agreement 



tjintungka 
kuwarri 

ngula 

tjintungka 

yungiinpa 

yulyul^pa, mungarrtji 

karrpu 



yuwa 
wiya 
ngurrpa 
puu 
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